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Executive Summary

In this report, the Human Rights and Democracy Media Center “SHAMS” reviews
the reality of violations of the right to housing in the Occupied Palestinian Territory
to June 30, 2026, amid extremely complex 6during the period from January 1, 202
and dangerous political, security, and humanitarian conditions considered among
the harshest witnessed in recent years, particularly in the aftermath of the events
of October 7 and the continuation of the Israeli war on the Palestinian territories,

accompanied by a wide—scale escalation in the West Bank, including Jerusalem.

The report aims to shed light on the escalating Israeli violations targeting the right
to housing, including demolitions, stop—work and demolition notices, confiscations,
and forced displacement, while also analyzing the patterns of these violations and
their humanitarian, legal, and social impacts. Furthermore, the report provides
recommendations aimed at protecting this right and promoting respect for it in
accordance with international humanitarian law and international human rights law.
The report is based on field monitoring and documentation conducted by the staff
and researchers of the “SHAMS” Center across various areas of the West Bank,

including Jerusalem.

The report relied on a set of key indicators and analytical axes addressing the
dimensions of Israeli targeting of Palestinian properties and structures. The first
axis focused on the geographical distribution of demolitions, notices, and
confiscations in order to monitor the localization of targeting and identify the
governorates and cities most affected by these violations, particularly in light of the
clear connection between demolition policies and settlement expansion and

annexation plans.

The second axis examined the pace and timing of violations throughout the first

half of 2026. The findings revealed fluctuations in demolition and notification rates



from one month to another. February recorded the highest number of demolition
and stop—work notices, totaling (111) notices, while May witnessed the highest rate
of demolition operations, reaching (108) cases. This reflects the continued
escalation of Israeli policies aimed at restricting the Palestinian presence and

undermining the foundations of Palestinian stability and existence.

The third axis focused on women as one of the groups most affected by demolition
policies by documenting structures owned by women that were subjected to
demolition, confiscation, or notices. This axis sought to highlight the gendered
dimension of these violations and the compounded social, economic, and

psychological consequences they impose on Palestinian women.

The fourth axis reviewed the types of targeted structures, revealing a wide range
of affected properties, including houses, residential rooms, tents, barracks,
caravans, wooden structures, as well as agricultural, commercial, industrial, tourism,
and religious facilities. The violations extended to mosques, schools, village council
buildings, parks and public gardens, water wells, car wash facilities, livestock barns,
and other essential structures that constitute a fundamental part of Palestinians’

daily life and local economy.

The fifth axis addressed the arguments and pretexts used by the Israeli occupation
authorities in an attempt to provide a legal cover for demolition operations. The
pretext of “building without a permit” in Area (C) accounted for the largest share of
violations, despite Palestinians’ prior awareness of the near impossibility of
obtaining building permits in these areas due to discriminatory Israeli policies. Israeli
authorities also employed other politically and ideologically driven justifications,
including claims that certain structures “obstruct the view of Al-Agsa Mosque” or

are located in areas designated for settlement projects or security purposes.



The report also highlighted, in its sixth axis, the policy of “self-demolition,”
considered one of the most cruel and degrading forms of violations, whereby
Palestinian families, particularly in Jerusalem, are forced to demolish their own
homes and properties under the threat of exorbitant fines or bearing the costs of
forced demolition carried out by the occupation authorities. This pattern of violations
reveals an extreme level of psychological violence and oppression, as the victim is
transformed into a coerced executor of a crime targeting their existence, dignity,

and right to housing.

Finally, the report addressed the policy of demolitions and notices under the pretext
of “security reasons,” which the Israeli occupation authorities use as a tool of
collective punishment against Palestinian families, particularly the families of alleged
attackers or individuals accused of resisting the occupation. The report emphasizes
that this policy constitutes a grave violation of the principles of international
humanitarian law, which prohibit collective punishment and affirm the principle of
individual criminal responsibility. It also reflects the occupation’s use of demolitions
as a means of deterrence, intimidation, and control over Palestinian society rather

than as a legitimate security measure.

The report concludes that the violations faced by Palestinians in relation to the right
to housing cannot be regarded merely as administrative infractions or temporary
security measures. Rather, they form part of a systematic colonial policy aimed at
reshaping the Palestinian demographic and geographic reality and undermining the
Palestinian presence on its land. This reality necessitates serious and effective
international action to halt these violations, ensure accountability and justice, and

provide international protection for the Palestinian people.
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