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Summary

The report focuses on analyzing the Palestinian Interim Draft Constitution from the
perspective of its impact on civic space, based on the premise that constitutional texts do not
merely define the structure of governance but also reshape the relationship between authority
and society, as well as the boundaries of public participation. The report demonstrates that the
distribution of powers, the nature of the balance among the branches of government, and the
clarity of human rights guarantees are all factors that directly influence whether the public
sphere expands or contracts. It also examines specific issues such as the centralization of
executive authority, the power to dissolve the Legislative Council, constitutional amendment
mechanisms, the President’s role in international treaties, and the absence of explicit
provisions opposing the death penalty, viewing these elements as indicators of the underlying
constitutional philosophy and its degree of alignment with international human rights
obligations and the requirements for fostering a vibrant civic space.

The report concludes that the future of civic space in Palestine depends not only on provisions
that explicitly address rights and freedoms, but also on the overall structure of the
constitutional system and the way power is distributed within it. Provisions that grant broad
powers to the executive branch or leave key human rights issues unresolved may create a
climate of legal ambiguity that gradually leads to reduced public participation and increased
self-censorship within society. Conversely, the report emphasizes that the presence of clear
constitutional safeguards, an effective balance among the branches of government, and the
subjection of sovereign decisions to legislative and societal oversight can strengthen public
trust in institutions and expand civic space, as a fundamental condition for building a
democratic legal order grounded in the rule of law and respect for human dignity.
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