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also contribute by diagnosing societal crises and offering practical solutions,
while media outlets enhance awareness and accountability to build a civil

culture rooted in dialogue and democratic oversight.
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democratic transformation built upon a cohesive social contract.

Key requirements include electing a foundational national council to draft
a modern constitution for Palestine, establish a framework for good civil
governance, and preserve national unity—ensuring members are selected
through objective criteria free from factional or personal loyalties. Respect
for constitutional deadlines and holding elections at all levels is fundamental
for restoring legitimacy and rebuilding the political system.

The process also requires structural reform of the security sector to clarify its
doctrine, transform it into a professional, neutral institution, and distance
it from politics, focusing instead on protecting citizens. The book calls for
establishing an independent national body for transitional justice—efficient,
transparent, and informed by global best practices. It also recommends
empowering oversight and human rights bodies, expanding the role of the
Independent Commission for Human Rights to function as an effective
ombudsman, and establishing specialized national institutions on freedom
of information, children’s rights, and media development.

In parallel, emphasis is placed on human development, free education and
healthcare, and promoting values of citizenship, equality, opportunity, and
social justice. Bridging the gap between citizens and the political system
requires just legislation and transparent policies that translate into actionable
practices. A true civil state cannot exist without an independent judiciary
and rule of law, as these are the foundation of any functional democracy.
Finally, civil society is expected to play a central role in influencing
public policy and promoting constitutional and human rights awareness.
Palestine must continue its accession to international institutions, honor
its legal commitments, and harmonize local legislation with global treaties,

especially those on human rights. Academic and research institutions must
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elections due to patronage, dominant factions, and justifications based on
the liberation context.

The book discusses the concept of the social contract, recalling the
foundational thinkers and political theorists of modern political systems
in an attempt to apply this theory to the unresolved Palestinian context.
The contradiction between international agreements, the Palestinian Basic
Law, and the absence of popular will calls the legitimacy of the system into
question. Decision-making occurs without regard to the people’s ongoing
suffering and aspirations for sovereign authority. The Palestinian people
remain far from having a real social contract, largely due to the system’s
lack of sovereignty. The revolutionary contract has become the de facto
organizing principle under Israeli occupation and the failure to achieve
national liberation, further complicated by the duality between the Authority
(based on democratic legitimacy) and the PLO (based on revolutionary
legitimacy).

Progress toward a civil state in the Palestinian context cannot happen
without genuine political will, comprehensive structural reforms, and
informed popular participation, combining efforts between the state and
society to envision a future grounded in freedom, justice, dignity, and
constitutionally-rooted governance. Overcoming the structural crisis of the
Palestinian political system requires a profound institutional and intellectual
transformation to formulate a new national project based on civil and
democratic principles, responsive to the people’s aspirations.

The book’s concluding recommendations emphasize the need to convene a
national conference with broad political and societal participation to ensure
inclusive representation and fair decision-making. This aims to develop a

unified national strategic vision for the liberation phase and initiate genuine
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violations of equal opportunity, imbalances in powers, legislative paralysis,
political corruption, and clientelism.

These structural problems fundamentally contradict the theoretical
foundations of a civil state, which include: separation of powers, rule of
law, judicial independence, popular legitimacy, political pluralism, peaceful
transfer of power, democratic citizenship, public engagement, periodic
elections, effective legislatures, respect for freedoms and rights, good
governance, equality, and social justice.

Given the political instability of the Palestinian system, the need for civil
society institutions to play an effective role increases. Ideally, they would act
as national levers to bridge the gap and correct course. However, many civil
society organizations find themselves mired in polarization and alignment,
sometimes even diverging from their national and ethical responsibilities.
In this critical context, boards of directors, general assemblies, and executive
teams must rise above narrow interests to function as independent,
influential actors capable of defending national principles. The moment
demands maturity and responsibility—not only in defending the Palestinian
cause but also in preserving democratic values, reinforcing social cohesion,
and rebuilding trust in civic actors as drivers of positive change amidst
government and political weakness. At present, many civil society
organizations, along with academics and some political parties, strongly
believe in the civil state model, the rule of law, separation of powers, and
judicial independence. Political corruption today poses a major threat to
the already-stalled democratization process and the civil state, operating
covertly as a destructive force due to its elusive impact. The democratic
transition in Palestine faces many challenges, stemming from the interplay

of internal and external factors, particularly the persistent failure to hold
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emerged necessitated a unique set of legal and constitutional references
essential for civil state legitimacy. The Palestinian National Charter stands as
a primary reference, defining the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO)
as the legitimate representative of the Palestinian people. The Declaration of
Independence reinforces commitment to human rights and gender equality,
establishing a vision for a democratic, pluralistic parliamentary Palestinian
state. The Palestinian Basic Law outlines the structure of a representative
system based on political and party pluralism, enshrining equality before
the law and courts without discrimination based on race, gender, color,
religion, political opinion, or disability. Ultimately, popular legitimacy is
foundational—true legitimacy stems from the people’s will, as the original
and ultimate source of authority and representation.

In a civil state, the constitution and general suffrage are central elements
of legitimacy. In Palestine, elections have become the primary source of
access to power—not the factional quota system rooted in revolutionary
legitimacy. External legitimacy stems from the Oslo Accords and
international recognition, particularly by Arab and global powers, predating
electoral legitimacy but remaining significant. However, since the 2007
Palestinian political division, the presidential term expired, and legislative
and presidential elections have been suspended, as well as municipal
elections being delayed. The post-Oslo period has seen a severe weakening
of the Palestinian political system, manifesting in a deep legitimacy crisis,
the breakdown of regular democratic processes, authoritarian governance,
weak leadership and institutions, strategic confusion, entrenched patronage,
administrative chaos, disregard for the rule of law, monopolization of
decision-making, misuse of public funds, judicial interference, social

injustice, monopolistic economic practices, lack of political alternation,
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The Palestinian Political System: Structural Obstacles and Political
Contexts in the Path Toward Building the Civil State We Aspire To
Dr. Omar Rahal
The book begins by exploring the historical evolution of the concept of a
“civil state” and reviewing political literature that has dealt with interpreting
the concept precisely. It concludes that the idea of a civil state was neither
common nor well-established in Western political literature, as Europe
moved beyond the civil state model after the Peace of Westphalia in 1648,
which ended the Thirty Years’ War and ushered in the nation-state. The
term began emerging in post-Arab Spring political discourse, signaling the
need for governance that is civil—based on political participation, equality,
social justice, fair wealth distribution, respect for constitutional law, human
rights, dignity, and public and private freedoms.
The civil state is founded on constitutional law and intellectual, social, and
political pluralism, within a modernizing and developmental democratic
framework rooted in freedom with a progressive humanistic understanding.
This state envisions a renaissance project. Politically and academically,
especially within Islamic political thought, opinions on governance models
post-Arab Spring have varied—despite a consensus on the term “civil state,”
there is disagreement over its meaning between advocates of religious versus
secular states. Regardless of the political system or ideological base, the
civil state is characterized by the rule of law, separation of powers, judicial
independence, protection of rights and freedoms, democratic citizenship,
and political pluralism—a state of law and institutions.
Given the unique nature and political complexity of the Palestinian context,
applying traditional concepts of legitimacy to this case may prove risky and

potentially ineffective. The political conditions in which the Palestinian state
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The Palestinian Political System:
Structural Obstacles and Political
Contexts in the Path Toward Building
the Civil State We Aspire To
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