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Study Summary

This study examines the role of local elections as a strategic tool for
rebuilding Palestinian national unity in a post-conflict context marked
by political division between the West Bank and the Gaza Strip—a
division that has deepened since 2007. Amid the stalled national
reconciliation process, dual governance structures, and the erosion
of institutional legitimacy, local elections are proposed as a practical
pathway to enhance social cohesion, restore trust between citizens and
governing institutions, and reshape the political sphere on participatory
democratic foundations.

The study demonstrates that local elections are not merely a procedural
democratic obligation, but rather a platform for redistributing power in
a participatory manner, activating accountability and good governance
mechanisms, and constructing a new social contract that reaffirms
citizenship and political engagement. Local elections also serve
as a testing ground for democracy, a mechanism for increasing the
representation of marginalized groups, and a laboratory for fostering
participatory political culture at the grassroots level.

The paper analyzes the integral relationship between local governance
and local elections as a gateway to promoting civil peace and social
cohesion. Elected local governments play a vital role in fostering
community trust, managing local diversity within a legitimate
institutional framework, preventing conflict, managing pluralism, and
encouraging community dialogue.

Furthermore, the study highlights the role of local elections in
bridging the gap between the West Bank and the Gaza Strip. It presents
local elections as a unifying platform that enables the reintegration

of citizens into a shared democratic space and revitalizes channels of



dialogue and cooperation across the political and social landscape of
Palestinian society. In this regard, the involvement of independent
lists, youth, and women is considered a key factor in building national
consensus from the grassroots level upwards.

The study draws comparative insights from international experiences
such as South Africa, Bosnia, and Rwanda—contexts where local
elections contributed to building community consensus in post-conflict
environments—and identifies lessons adaptable to the Palestinian
situation. The paper also provides detailed recommendations for the
Palestinian Authority, the Central Elections Commission, civil society
organizations, political parties, and media outlets to foster an enabling
environment for leveraging local elections as an effective instrument
for national reconciliation and civil peacebuilding.

The study concludes that, if conducted in a fair and impartial
environment and within a legal framework that promotes participation
and transparency, local elections can become a central pillar in the
project of building a sustainable Palestinian national unity, one that
grows from the grassroots level and advances toward higher levels of
governance.

Keywords:

Local Elections; Local Governance; National Reconciliation;
Civil Peace; Divided Societies; Consociational Democracy; Social
Contract; Social Cohesion; Post-Conflict Country Experiences; Good

Governance; Political Participation.
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