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In April 2014, the State of Palestine acceded to the Convention against Torture marking a crucially important step
towards eradicating torture in Palestine. On 29 December 2017, the State of Palestine jomed the Optional Protocol

as a step towards strengthening its preventive efforts against torture.

Back m 1997, United Nations General Assembly proclaimed 26 June as “The United Nations International Day
m Support of Victims of Torture”. On that day every year the world commemorates the memory of torture victims

and survivors of torture by raising awareness on the 1ssue and galvanizing efforts to combat torture in all its forms.

As part of our activities to commemorate the International Day in Support Victims of Torture in 2020, UN Human
Rights oPt, Human Rights and Democracy Center “SHAMS”, ICHR, and the Coalition Against Torture (PCAT)
are proud to present this booklet which illustrates the principal provisions contained i the Convention against

Torture through the use of cartoons.



INTRODUCTION

The prohibition against torture 1s one of the very few obligations in international human rights law that are absolute.
Torture 1s prohibited in any and all circumstances, against anyone and anywhere, and at all tmes including during
war, crises, emergencies, and exceptional circumstances. The prohibition of torture 1s clearly defined i mternational
law, and furthermore well established under customary iternational law therefore qualifying as jus cogens. The
strong character of the prohibition of torture under international law stems from the extremely serious nature
of such acts. Practices of torture, inflicting severe physical and psychological harm, strip the vicim of humanaty,

destroy their personality, and deny the inherent dignity of the human being.

In pursuit of justice and rehabilitation for victims, 1in the aim of preventing immunity for perpetrators, and to end
the crime of torture globally, the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment
or Punishment was adopted by United Nations General Assembly on 10 December 1984. The convention sets
out various steps countries need to take to eradicate torture and offer redress, compensation and rehabilitation for
victims of torture. It also established a committee of independent experts (“the Committee Against Torture”) to

monitor the implementation of the convention by countries.

The Convention consists of 33 articles that have been ratified by 170 countries so far. In 2006 the “Optional
Protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment”
entered mto force. This text promotes the establishment of systems of regular monitoring visits by independent

mternational and national bodies to places where people are deprived of their liberty.
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