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A statement for immediate release issued by Human rights and Democracy Media Center
“SHAMS”
On the occasion of International Day for Democracy

Toward enhancing the role of civil society organizations in democracy efforts in the Arab
World

“SHAMS?” center demonstrates that future of democracy in the Arab Spring countries is deeply
linked with respecting human rights, democratic choices by the political parties and respecting
the results of elections. And peaceful deliberation of authority, tolerance, acceptance of others
instead of elimination, opening channels for dialogue between political systems and powers and
social ones. Besides, having the political will to achieve the national and social reconciliation by
adopting transitional justice, ratification on Arabic Charter of Human Rights issue by the Arab
League, accession to related international conventions and treaties in addition to political
system’s satisfaction in regard to protecting human rights. The center assures the previously
mentioned by a statement issued for this purpose on the occasion of International Day for
Democracy declared by the United Nations General Assembly in its resolution no. (A/62/7
(2007).

“SHAMS” center emphasizes that democracy isn’t represented only in the beginning and the
end of the electoral process however; it consists of political participation of people through
enabling citizens. It is difficult to consolidate democracy within communities unless it is a
practice in culture in light of a suitable atmosphere that accepts difference, diversity and
dialogues and believes in the freedom of political work and in the effective role of civil society
and commitment to constitutional texts and rule of law.

“SHAMS” center considers the change which has taken place in some Arabic countries as a
positive track toward democracy, respecting human rights and getting rid of tyrant systems,
regardless of its results. But, in light of the continuity of bloody conflict, obstruction of
democratic transition, appearance of extreme movements and ambiguity of future vision make
the future of democratic transition unpredicted. Also, the state of incomparable extremism in the
Arab World and emergence of some religious terrorist organizations like “ISIS” Front Victor and
Qaida has had serious impact on both the Arab World and the International Community.

“SHAMS” center assures that establishing networks between reformists who have similar
ideology is a pillar for mobilization to change aiming to create an Arabic community believes in
democracy, reform, rule of law, social justice and pluralism. In addition to peaceful deliberation
of authority, separation of powers, independence of judiciary, respect for human rights and
freedom of opinion, expression and media as well as consolidation the bases of democratic
control on the Arabic security institution.

SR gl £l 429: . pacllae obtin Bilas oy guaall (plhld — ab) ab
Tel: 022985254 Fax: 02 2985255 ¢P.O. Box: 429

Ramallah- Palestine: AL- Masuon: Sendian3 Building 1st Floor, Luis Favro St

E-mail: c_shams@hotmail.com & info@shams-pal.org Website: www.shams-pal.org


mailto:c_shams@hotmail.com
mailto:info@shams-pal.org
mailto:info@shams-pal.org
http://www.un.org/arabic/docs/viewdoc.asp?docnumber=A/RES/62/7
http://www.un.org/arabic/docs/viewdoc.asp?docnumber=A/RES/62/7

Human Rights & Democracy Media Center

"SHAMS"

The center also calls for building institutional partnerships and promoting coordination,
networking and joint work among organizations working in the field of democracy within
interested countries to be more effective. This is achieved by enhancing its efficiency and having
a kind of special accumulation of diverse activities and motivating its mechanisms for supporting
democracy.

Accordingly, building such partnership will back up supporters of democracy and reform in the
Arabic region in light of their endeavours to build strong institutions that represent citizens,
enhance accountability and transparency and respond to civil activists, parliaments, governments
and parties.

“SHAMS” center stresses that democracy at present isn’t perceived as a gift as before, but it has
become constant with daily life, while missing democracy there will be no elections,
accountability, separation of powers, equal opportunities and parliamentarian control. Currently,
democracy is about living with dignity, safety and future of peoples and it should be noted that
freedom isn’t attained without democracy, and democracy isn’t attained without participation,
and participation isn’t attained without an aware civil society. Consequently, the integrity of
democratic transition is measured through respecting and securing the rights of citizens and civil
society organizations. Moreover, the absence or deviation of democracy is considered as
preventing people from being involved in the public affair, participation in political work or
defending its achievements.
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