


 
Hebron- Saturday 13/2/2010 

SHAMS Center held a workshop on "cultural specificity and universality of human rights" in Ethan 
village in Hebron governorate. The workshop addressed the particularity of culture and civilization as 
a source of enrichment for common values among all people, also addressing the universal human 
rights system which contains common shared values among all peoples, while illustrating the 
difference between two different terms (universality and globalization) where the first term means 
sharing values while the other means domination and control. 
 
Participants stressed that defending the universal principles of human rights stems from the principle 
of accepting the differences in cultures, whether in content of culture or in values that have been 
transferred from one generation to another. 
Finally, participants recommended the need to support dialogue and strengthen cooperation between 
different cultures and to establish a non-official human rights network to bridge dialogue and 
cooperation with other cultures while also highlighting the need for avoiding cultural specificity as an 
excuse by some countries for not applying related human rights covenants.       

 

Jericho- Wednesday 17/2/2010 

SHAMS center held a workshop on "role of media in promoting and disseminating culture of dialogue" 
in Ouja village in Jericho governorate. The workshop addressed concept of culture and its conditions, 
fields and principles of its achievement, in addition to role of media in disseminating and promoting 
this by all forms of written, audio and visual, whether at the local level, or regional and international 
level.    
 Participants seconded on importance of the different media means in disseminating values of 
dialogue and they demanded media institutions to adopt neutrality, subjectively and credibility in their 
work and to highlight on debated issues in order to open a constructive dialogue about these issues. 
  
Qalqilya- Wednesday 17/2/2010 
                                                                                                                    
SHAMS center held a workshop on: "the importance of the EU stance considering Jerusalem the 
capital of the Palestinian state" in the premises of the Islamic preach faculty in Qalqilya city. The 
workshop addressed the importance of Jerusalem for Palestinians from a historical and religious 
perspective, and the stated position of the European Union in acknowledging the right of the 
Palestinian people to establish their independent state on the borders of the 67 with East Jerusalem as 
the capital, in addition to the notable change in EU general supportive stances to the Palestinian 
cause. 
Participants noted that the Middle East core issue represented in Palestine still enjoys a broad range 
of importance and interest in the European Union policy, stressing also the need for lobbying for more 
moral and financial support aimed at supporting the Palestinian cause and building the state and its 
capital Jerusalem. 
Participants also demanded Israel to stop its aggressive policies and practices that aims at 
obliterating the existence of Arab Palestinians in Jerusalem, which was considered by the European 
countries an occupied territory, and called on the need to implement resolutions, decisions and 
agreements of the United Nations, Madrid Peace Conference , road map and the Arab peace initiative. 
They called for the need to establish the Palestinian independent state on the full occupied land and 
Jerusalem as its capital. 

Hebron- Thursday 18/2/2010 
 

Center of "SHAMS" held a workshop on "role of youth in disseminating culture of tolerance" in Hebron 
governorate. The workshop addressed the definition of tolerance concept and role of this concept in 
sustaining the World Peace. 
Also the workshop addressed the role of different religions in positively participate in circulation of 
this concept, and to the role of states in promoting for mutual tolerance. 
It was clarified during the workshop that "culture of tolerance" does not signify weakness and 
cowardice nor it can be scaled by strength vs. weakness, but it means accepting the other in a 
reciprocated spirit in order to the dialogue prevails among different cultures and societies. 
Participants demanded the need to lead an initiative for promoting culture of tolerance and to adopt 
the concept and principles of this culture in formal education curriculum in order to lay the foundation 
for future youth active role in this field.  

Jenin- Saturday 20/2/2010 

The center of "SHAMS" held a workshop on "Danish foreign policy towards the Palestinian cause" in 
Jenin governorate. The workshop addressed the issue of the Danish foreign policy towards the 
Palestinian cause, in addition to general Danish stances as an EU member state towards supporting 
the Palestinian legitimate rights in establishing their independent state with Jerusalem the capital. 
Aside from the Danish political support, the workshop highlights on the Danish financial and 
development aid to the Palestinians in addition to support for Palestinian NGO's in fields of promoting 
Human Rights, democracy, dialogue and tolerance. 



Participants commended Danish position from the Palestinian cause represented in acknowledging 
rights of Palestinians and in establishing their independent state, and requested the Danish 
government to increase their support to the Palestinian people and to be play a pivotal role in lobbying 
for the European and international support towards the Palestinian cause.    

  

 
Nablus- Saturday 20/2/2010 
 
The center of "SHAMS" held a workshop on "Arab woman in the Danish Parliament" in Nablus city. 
Discussion addressed the nature of political life experienced by Arab women in Denmark until the 
entry into the parliament, in addition to difficulties encountered to reach the dome of the Parliament 
and in particular to accept the Islamic dress and veil, also how these women utilized their positions to 
work on coexistence, and integration and in propagation of Islam civilized views in order to change 
the stereotype instilled in Western world's mentality. 
At end of workshop, participants recommended the need to empower women and to provide them the 
opportunities to participate in the political life and in decision making process. 
 

 

Training course – Bir Zeit University 
 
The center of "SHAMS" has organized a training course on "Dialogue and outreach" in Bir-Zeit 
university aimed at strengthening culture of dialogue and outreach among different segments of the 
society. 
The training course extends over a two months period and address different related issue such as, role 
of dialogue in disseminating values of accepting one another, youth societal role departing from 
citizenship, cultural specificity, universality of human rights, state and religion, Criticism of Arab 
political discourse directed to the West, Palestinian political culture, and role of civil society in 
management crisis. 
   

 

A group of art exhibitions 
 
The center of "SHAMS" opened four art galleries contain nearly 50 expressive paintings depicting the 
lives of young Palestinians and their hopes and aspirations. 
The art gallery was organized under title of "Creative expressive Exhibition" and displayed in many 
areas; in Nazareth city, in Al Najah National University, Khadoori Polytechnic University, and Al Quds 
Open University in Tubas region. 
The Gallery was organized within the framework of "Yalla Shabab Yalla Sabaya Project" which implies a 
youth concept represented in sustaining communication between present Palestinian youth and their 
societal cultural heritage and also in networking communication between Palestinian youth in the oPt 
and in the 48 occupied lands. 

 
Published activities of the center in local newspapers 

 
Page Newspaper Date Activity Title No. 

12 Al-Haya Tuesday 2/2/2010 Workshop in solutions calling for adopting a 
new strategy for clean agriculture. 

1. 

11 Al-Ayam Wednesday 3/2/2010 Solutions: Center of SHAMS organized a 
symposium on the Copenhagen Climate 
Summit.  

2. 

12 Al-Quds Friday 5/2/2010 Demands for European Union to practice 
pressure on Israel to implement the resolutions 
of the international legitimacy. 

3. 

7 Al-Ayam Saturday 6/2/2010 Tulkarm: Participants call for Europe to compel 
Israel to implement the resolutions of 
international legitimacy. 

4. 

9 Al-Haya Sunday 7/2/2010 Demands for European Union to practice 
pressure on Israel to implement the resolutions 
of the international legitimacy. 

5. 

5 Al-Haya Monday 15/2/2010 SHAMS center held a workshop in Beit Ulla 
village on cultural specificity and universality of 
human rights. 

6. 



7 Al-Ayam Wednesday 17/2/2010 Tulkarm: Opening of the youth creative 
exhibition.  

7. 

7 Al-Haya Wednesday 17/2/2010 Governor of Tulkarm inaugurated the youth 
creative exhibition.   

8. 

8 Al-Ayam Thursday 11/2/2010 School of Art in Al Najah University and 
SHAMS center organize an art exhibition. 

9.  

13 Al-Quds Thursday 11/2/2010 Opening of the creative art exhibition in the 
Faculty of Arts, in Al Najah University.  

10. 

5 Al-Haya Thursday 11/2/2010 School of Art in Al Najah University and 
SHAMS center organize an art exhibition. 

11. 

9 Al-Ayam Saturday 20/2/2010 SHAMS Center organizes an exhibition of 
paintings of young people in the Old City Club 
in Nazareth. 

12. 

11 Al-Quds Saturday 20/2/2010 "SHAMS" and "Enmaa'" inaugurate the 
exhibition of the creative youth arts in 
Nazareth 

13. 

8 Al-Haya Saturday 20/2/2010 Opening of the creative art exhibition in 
Nazareth city. 

14. 

45 Al-Quds Sunday 21/2/2010 Workshop in Jenin city on the cultural 
specificity and universality of human rights. 

15. 

 
Participation of the center in other institutions' activities and events 

 
Venue Date Hosting institution Activity No. 

Grand Park Monday 
1/2/2010 

DCAF Women and Security 1. 

PYALARA Monday 
1/2/2010 

PYALARA  A meeting of youth organizations to 
Discuss work within the government's 
plan. 

2. 

Al Haq Monday 
1/2/2010 

Coalition against 
Death Penalty 

The coalition meeting. 3. 

Al-kasaba 
theater  

Saturday 
6/2/2010 

Palestinian Youth 
Union 

Movie show: "Stones of Valley". 4. 

Cultural 
Palace 

Sunday 
7/2/2010 

Al quds center for 
legal assistance 

Book presentation titled "we have an 
address, we have a Homeland" (martyrs 
and missing persons). 

5. 

Grand Park Monday 
8/2/2010 

Palestinian peace 
coalition  

End Status negotiation.  6. 

PRCS Tuesday 
9/2/2010 

WATC Women experience in municipal work.  7. 

Grand Park Thursday 
11/2/2010 

Ministry of Education  Civil manuals accomplishment.  8. 

PRCS Tuesday 
13/2/2010 

NDC Book discussion "Survivors".  9. 

Best Eastern  Wednesday 
14/2/2010 

DCAF Book discussion "why Palestinian 
women don't feel safety".  

10. 
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