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Jenin- Monday 9/11/2009

Shams Center held a workshop on "Youth between citizenship and belonging" in the city of Jenin, the
workshop highlighted the importance of the youth role in their communities, and ways to strengthen their
social, political and economic role, in addition to promote their belonging and citizenship. Participants
recommended the need to strengthen the elements of active citizenship and belonging to the young people
by involving them in the process of community building, and the need to develop a general plan for the
advancement of the Palestinian youth, and to pay greater attention to institutions of youth and its
geographical distribution in order to benefit the largest possible number of young people, and called upon
civil society organizations working with young people to support their needs and priorities.

Jerusalem- Saturday 11/11/2009

The Center held a workshop in the town of Bethany Jerusalem governorate, on "Bloggers and their role in
promoting a culture of dialogue and communication", dealt with the definition of the and the role of bloggers
in promoting a culture of dialogue, tolerance and the methods used to write blogging by which they can
influence others. The workshop discussed the role of bloggers in conveying ideas and influence that reflect
public opinion in order to adopt the to shape and embody the public opinion toward a specific issue, based
on the right methods of persuasion and speaking the language and culture of others. At the end of the
workshop, attendees considered blogging as a serious and important media tool that has the power to
promote and strengthen the culture of dialogue and tolerance, they also recommended the need to provide
training courses for the development of their skills in the field of blogging to be more able to improve the
communication between them and other peoples and cultures.

Ramallah- Thursday 12/11/2009

The Center held a workshop in Ramallah on "The role of networks and alliances in the defense of human rights: The
Arabic Network for Human Rights Education and Citizenship is an example". The workshop shed lights on the
importance of human rights in general and with emphasis on the Palestinian situation. Also importance of the work
within the institutions networks that offer institutional multidisciplinary was addressed. A vital example on this issue
is the networks in the Arab world with regard to joining the global movement of Education. There was an active
interaction of participants with the Egyptian achievements in this regard who strongly recommended the need to
engage the young people in local and regional networks in order to promote human rights.

Bethlehem-Tuesday 14/11/2009

The Center held a workshop on "regular elections and peaceful transfer of power" in the village of Dar
Salah/ Governorate of Bethlehem. The workshop addressed the importance of holding regular free and fair
elections in order to achieve the peaceful transfer of power, in addition to the conditions that have to be met
in order to achieve the peaceful transfer of power. The experience the Palestinian elections was discussed
where participants confirmed that the periodic and regular elections is crucial and essential for the
legitimacy of the political system, and stressed that the fundamentals of any democratic system is the
existence of a legislative bodies that are elected by the citizens, and called for the need for a
comprehensive political reform for the success of the electoral process, and the need for hiring international
and European experts in order to assure the integrity and transparency of the elections before the
international community.

Hebron- Sunday 15/11/2009

The Center held a workshop on the "political systems in European countries (Denmark an example)" in the city of
Hebron, dealt with the nature of the political system in European countries in general and the political system and
parliamentary system in Denmark in particular, as a distinctive among other systems. The workshop has focused on
the education system in Denmark where the elected municipal council guides the educational process through
technical specialized experts while the central government is responsible for policy setting and formulation.

The workshop addressed the composition of the Danish parliament with its 25 committees and responsibilities and
tasks of each. Participants recommended more workshops to discuss widely the European political systems and to
know more about this experience and whether it can be applied in the Arab world and means of applying and
developing this experience locally.




Hebron- Sunday 15/11/2009

The Center organized a workshop on "Women in the religions and the problematic concept of violence" in
the village of Beit Uola in the governorate of Hebron, addressed the status of women in the three religions,
Islam, Christianity and Judaism, and violence against women in its various forms, in addition to the inferior
image of women throughout the successive societies, and discrimination between men and women at work
and in education.

The workshop addressed women in Palestinian society, particularly their challenges in the social life, due to
the perception of masculinity in a patriarchal society, and with regard to what is derived from religious texts,
customs and traditions. Participants recommended the need to enact laws to protect women's rights and
reduce violence against them.

Hebron- Monday 16/11/2009

On the occasion of the International Day for Tolerance, the Center held a workshop about "tolerance as a
humane concept and its relationship to human rights", in the city of Hebron. The workshop highlighted on
the role of the United Nations in promoting tolerance, and in linking the contemporary concept of tolerance
to the principles of the universal human rights, the workshop dealt with the elements of tolerance based on
acceptance and respect of diversity and differences among cultures and the recognition of universal rights
of people and fundamental freedoms. Participants confirmed the need to uphold the principles of the
constructive dialogue and the establishment of a new culture believes in differences based on tolerance,
They called for religious tolerance especially in states and communities characterized by religious
pluralism, and stressed the importance of creating a culture of tolerance among all segments, especially
within the family and school in order to create a generation free of extraneous and extremist ideas that tort
the individual and the society.

Hebron- Monday 16/11/2009

In the town of Halhoul - governorate of Hebron, the Center held a workshop on "defenders and human rights activists,
are there special conditions and standards?", the workshop addressed the definition of human rights defenders and the
conditions and criteria that must exist in order to be able to defend human rights, in addition to the major challenges
and obstacles they encounter while performing their humanitarian duties.

Also discussions have dealt with the development of defenders and human rights activists in the Palestinian territories,
where participants stressed the need to provide protection and full support for them and confirmed the fact that
defending human rights is the responsibility of everyone, according to the terms of the UN Declaration on Human
Rights Defenders as its first article states that "everyone has the right, individually and in association with others to
enhance the protection and realization of human rights and fundamental freedoms on to national and international
levels. Participant called upon civil society organizations working in the field of human rights need to mobilize more
people for the protection of human rights violations in the occupied territories.

Nablus- Saturday 17/11/2009

The Center held a workshop on "separation of powers" in the city of Nablus, addressed the Palestinian
political system that combines two systems to be closer to the mixed system where it is not full
parliamentary or completely presidential. The workshop included the overlap between the three authorities
and the distribution of functions and competencies, and the governing terms of reference of each authority
according to the Basic Law, and the relationship between based on the principle of cooperation among
them, On their part, the audience demanded the importance to educate young people about the basic law
and its provisions.

Tubas- Thursday 19/11/2009

The Center held a workshop In the town of Tubas on "What after the adoption of Goldstone's report in the
Human Rights Council?" addressed the substance of the report and the possibility of achieving
international justice under present difficulties due to states' political interests. in addition, the workshop
highlighted the importance to take advantage of the report and its different stages until it reaches the
Security Council. On their part, the participant called upon civil society organizations and international
institutions for an immediate action and sustain the report in order to keep it alive, and to confirm the extent
of violations committed by Israel against the Palestinians, participants urged friends from around the world
to pursue violation cases before national courts of their countries in order to try the Israeli war criminals on
all massacres they committed against the Palestinian people.




Qalgilya- Thursday 19/11/2009

The Center held a workshop on "international standards to protect children in times of armed conflict” in
the city of Qalgilya. The workshop addressed the children who were killed during the Al-Agsa Intifada as
majority of them can't be classified as warriors. On the other hand, the workshop introduced the
principles that provide for the protection of children in international humanitarian law including the
provisions of the Child Rights Convention dealing with the protection of children in situation of armed
conflict, in addition to the commitment of States parties thereto. The report of the United Nations' "Facts
finding mission" on the rights of children and women was also discussed.

Form their part; participants demanded the center to hold more workshops on this issue specially that
there is a cultural gap and lack of knowledge of the various categories of the Palestinian people about
the conventions related to protection of children's rights and human rights.

Bethlehem- Saturday 21/11/2009

The Center held a workshop on the "rights of the Palestinians in light of the international humanitarian law"
in the village of Shawawrah in Bethlehem governorate; the workshop addressed the rules and principles of
the international humanitarian law, and the Fourth Geneva Convention, which is considered the
cornerstone of the international humanitarian law.

The workshop addressed the rights of the Palestinians from the perspective of the international laws and
charters, and the role of the United Nations in the consolidation of these rights in the face of the repeated
Israeli violations of the international laws against the Palestinian people. Participants emphasized the need
to resort to norms and principles of the international humanitarian law and human rights conventions in
solving the problem of the Palestinian cause. Participants have reminded the international community of its
role and responsibilities, they also called for activating the role of human rights institutions within the
Palestinian community in order to raise awareness among citizens about the Palestinian rights in
accordance with international humanitarian law

Tulkarm- Tuesday 24/11/2009

The Center held a workshop in the city of Tulkarem on the "European position from the right to self-
determination for the Palestinian people”, dealt with the emergence of the principle of self-determination
and its historical development and the legal rules of the principle of self-determination in accordance to the
international law. The workshop also addresses the legal and international reference that can be cited to
prove the right of the Palestinian people self-determination. The European position in support of the
Palestinian people's right to self-determination and in establishing their independent state was Also
discussed. Participants stressed that the right of self-determination is based on the right of oppressed
peoples to self-determination and to the establishment of their independent state with an independent
political entity equally, in accordance with the legitimate international resolutions. The attendees confirmed
the EU's role in supporting the Palestinian people to self-determination. They also called for the European
Union to put pressure on Israel in order to comply with the resolutions of international legitimacy.

The center’s activities in the local newspapers

Page | Nwespa Date Title No.
No. per
10 Al- Sunday During a workshop carried out by SHAMS Center, calls for the United 1
Haya 2009/10/4 Nations and its specialized agencies to protect Palestinian children
8 Al- Sunday Jenin: a workshop discusses the reality of young people between citizenship 2
Ayyam 15/11/2009 and belonging
10 Al- Sunday Two workshops in Jenin about youth and decision making 3
Quds 15/11/2009
8 Al- Sunday In cooperation with the Danish Representation, a Workshop was held by 4
Haya 15/11/2009 SHAMS center in Jenin on youth between citizenship and belonging
7 Al- Thursday Danish Representative distributed headphones on people with special needs 5
Haya 2009\11\12 in Qalgilya
11 Al- Thursday Danish Representative distributed headphones on people with special needs 6
Quds 2009\11\12 in Qalgilya
9 Al- Sunday workshop Convened by the Center of SHAMS in city of Ramallah on the 7
Haya 2009/11/ 8 role of United Nations Radio in the dissemination and promotion of a
culture of human rights
12 Al- Wednesday During a workshop in Bethlehem organized by the center of SHAMS, 8
Ayyam 2009\11\4 participants assert that freedom of opinion and expression is a driving force
for change
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